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Dorothy Welch… Dec. 9th
Tom Cox……….. Dec. 15th
Roberta Love…… Dec. 15th
Diane Hamilton… Dec. 25th

Wedding Anniversary
David Woods……. Dec. 20th

Rotary Archive
Arthur

Frederick Sheldon, who
joined the Rotary Club of Chicago
in 1908, articulated many of the
guiding principles of Rotary,
including his doctrine that “He
profits most who serves best.”
The principle was adopted at the
second Rotary Convention.
In 2004 the Rotary International
Council on Legislation modified
the wording to read: “They Profit
Most Who Serve Best.”
(Source: Rotary International)

December 2020

December Events

Salvation Army

*

Red Kettle Campaign
(See page 8)

*

*

Food Pantry Day
December 7th
Additional food is needed
to distribute for the
holiday season.

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Q: How much does it cost to fly Santa’s sleigh?
A: About eight bucks, nine during bad weather.
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Annual
ChristmaSing
CANCELLED

Food Basket
Distribution
December 19
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Christmas in Mt. Morris, December 5
Christmas in Mount Morris will happen Dec. 5. Everything will be outdoors so you must dress for the weather!
As we know, 2020 has been very difficult on everyone and Rotary Christmas in Mount Morris members have fielded
several questions as to the status of our holiday festivities. Yes, we are having Christmas in Mount Morris, some what
different but our goal is to provide some sort of normalcy to the Christmas season. This year, the date will be Saturday
Dec 5. And it will happen during the afternoon into early evening. Everything will happen outdoors so dress for the
weather. Different events are being worked out as we post so once we get an itinerary together, we will post it in the
shopper. The date is coming up fast and we and Santa have a lot of work to do!
UPDATE
Ok, so the word is out. Mount Morris Rotary is piloting a new endeavor this year, “Memory Trees” in the area south of the Veterans Park on Main Street. Rotary is placing twenty-five 5-6ft Christmas trees lighted in a variety of colors. These trees will be for
sale to the public on a first served basis for $50.00 each. You choose the color and we will have a placard of some type (still in the
works) recognizing “In Memory of” or “In Honor of” or whatever you wish to recognize in your name. Being the first year for this
annual project, Rotary thought that 25 was a good number to start with but I’m hoping that we can double that next year.
Wouldn’t that be awesome! The south end of the village is going to look great! Watch the shopper for the updated application.

SAVE THE DATE:
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021
GREAT LAKES CLEANUP INITIATIVE!
All Rotary Districts that abut the Great Lakes will be
participating in a massive lakeshore cleanup.
If your club isn’t near the lake, pick another project closer to home
– a river, creek, lake, pond, or canal - that can use a cleanup! Invite others to join you, including your
Interactors/Rotaractors and other friends of Rotary! Wear Rotary gear and take pictures!
More info to come.
Questions: contact DG Linda Kohl at lkohl58@aol.com
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GENESEO – Retired Marine Colonel Gary Anderson didn’t use a knife to cut a cake celebrating the Corps’ 245th birthday. He used
a sword. It’s part of the tradition. “It is about a 100 year-old tradition,” Anderson said. “All over the Marine Corps. All of the active
duty stations they do the cake cutting.” The cake-cutting ceremony celebrates the birth of the U.S. Marine Corps and is annual renewal of each Marine’s commitment to the Corps and it’s commitment to peace and freedom worldwide.

Brendan McDonough/ Livingston County News With his sword,
retired Marine Colonel Gary Anderson cut the cake to help
celebrate the birthday of the Marine Corps. The birthday was
officially recognized in 1921 and has been celebrated in
Geneseo for the last three years.

Brendan McDonough/ Livingston County News Inside the National
Warplane Museum. Marines of all ages came together to on
Nov. 10 to help celebrate the birthday of the United States
Marine Corps. To help celebrate the event a slice of cake is
passed from the oldest present Marine, Dick Platt, to the
youngest present Marine, Tod Smith.

The Marine Corps Birthday is always observed on Nov. 10. The birthday was created on Nov. 10, 1921, by the federal government to
show appreciation for the United States Marines. In Geneseo, local Marines have been hosting a birthday event for the past three
years. This year’s celebration was at the National Warplane Museum in Geneseo. On Nov. 10, Marines along with family and friends
came out to uphold what they call an important tradition. “They say once a Marine always a Marine. We welcome everyone who has
been honorably discharged or friends of Marines,” said Anderson, , a retired infantry officer who as a counterinsurgency and emerging threats specialist saw service in Lebanon, Somalia, Iraq and was part of a humanitarian mission to Bangladesh.. As part of the cake
cutting ceremony a slice of cake is passed from the oldest Marine to the youngest. This year the oldest Marine was Dick Platt who
passed the cake to the youngest Marine, Todd Smith. “It is important to me that every year we do the ceremony. It keeps up with
Marine Corps traditions. It is always humbling to be able to come out and still celebrate that,” said Smith.
The birthday was officially recognized in 1921. Since then a series of standards as to how to celebrate the birthday was executed in the
1950s. “In small bases in Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria they always cut the cakes with a fighting knife. It is traditional for all of the Marine Corps to do it,” said Anderson. As of 2017 the Marines had more than 186,000 active duty members and 38,500 reserves. For
some, becoming a Marine was an unexpected choice. “When I went through boot camp they said you are going to be a Marine for the
rest of your life. I said to myself I am going to be a Marine for three years and then I am out of here,” said Platt. “It is true, though,
once you are a Marine, you are a Marine forever,” he said. It is a celebration that many said was also important to help remember
those who came back and those who didn’t. “The reason that I joined the Marines was that I had a cousin that was missing in action
in the Army and the Marines have a history of bringing their bodies back,” said Platt.
With the COVID-19 pandemic Anderson acknowledged the birthday celebration was a bit smaller this year. Despite the reduced size,
many said it is an event that they will remember long after the birthday party is over. “Since the 245 years that the Marine Core has
been around this has been a tradition,” said Smith. “The Marines are very big on tradition so we are always excited for this time of
year to come out and do this.”
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Dictionary Project Distribution
On November 10th Dictionaries were delivered. Due to Covid-restricted access to the
schools, we were allowed to drop the dictionaries at the school entrance and have the
teachers distribute the dictionaries. There was no face-to-face distribution this year.
We delivered 56 dictionaries to Geneseo Elementary School, 52 dictionaries to York
Elementary School, and 4 dictionaries to Genesee Valley Christian School.

I provided the schools my contact information. If I hear any feedback from any schools,
teachers or students, I will pass it on. (Submitted by PP Howard Stewart)
_________________

PP Howard shared this info at the November 16
meeting. Photo from Zoom meeting

Leann Hill, Financial Advisor, EdwardJones,
Speaker on November 16
Leann Hill (a member of Avon Rotary) spoke to the Club about different types of scams and fraud. She gave out workbooks to Club members
and referred to them during her presentation.
Some of the types of these crimes she spoke about included grandparent,
sweetheart, lottery, sweepstakes, Social Security and gas pumps
Photo from Zoom meeting
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Annual Veterans’ Luncheon Held
on November 9th at The Valley Oak
The VA lunch was really great.
41 in attendance. 19 Vets were
there.
It was a full turkey dinner with
dressing mashed potatoes. . turkey
breast. . .gravy...green beans.... and
a roll. They served cookies for dessert. All the Vets raved about the
meal….We were in the big room. It
was beautifully decorated with
holiday lights. Valley Oak did an
amazing job.
Our guest speaker was
Jason Skinner, Director of Veteran Services
He spoke about the new Livingston County
Veterans Monument which will be dedicated on
November 11.

Photos & info
submitted by
PP Bonnie
Swanson

Photo from November 10, 2020 Rochester Demo-

crat & Chronicle

Gary Anderson talked about the Legion and
VFW and what they do for the community. He
also told them if they know any vets to encourage them to join one or the other. (submitted
by Gary Anderson)

The cost of the Veteran’s lunches was
donated in memory of Donald Daniels
(US Army, Korea) who was a 60 year
member of the American Legion Francis J.
Donovan Post 1626, Buffalo, NY
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Darlene Bentley, November
Program Speaker
Darlene Bentley, Editor for Owl Light News, was our
Speaker on November 2.

The publication is an independent paper serving the
Finger Lakes Region of New York State.
They also publish a periodic standalone literary
journal Owl Light Literary. More projects are in the
works. Photo from Zoom meeting.

We will be ringing the Salvation Army Bell at the retail entrance (West entrance)
on five different dates. We will be there from 12-4pm each of those days.
According to PP Bonnie, the bell ringing schedule is now full.
Fri Nov 27th

12-4pm

Sat Nov 28th 12-4pm
Sat Dec 5th

12-4pm

Sat Dec 12th 12-4pm
Sat Dec 19th 12-4pm
Management at Walmart indicated that if
they decided to close down the west entrance, they would allow use to move to the
grocery entrance during our time slots.
Submitted by PP Bonnie Swanson
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